
The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church 
 

by Pastor George Gerberding (1887) 
 

Notes on Chapter 21— Justification 

      Justification is an act of God, by which He accounts or adjudges 
a person righteous in His sight. The origin or source of justification 
is God’s love (John 3:16). Because of man’s sin and guilt, there 
must be punishment and suffering. Christ came to be the guilty One 
and take all sins upon Himself, and to fulfill God’s Law perfectly 
and completely. 
 

     Justification . . . 
1. is the chief doctrine of the Scriptures 
2. is the doctrine of a standing or falling church 
3. does not change the person’s nature 
4. does change the person’s standing or relation to God 
5. comes because of God’s gift of His righteousness 

 

      “Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. Speak tenderly 
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 
iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins (Isaiah 40:1-2). 

 
double righteousness 

 

 
taking away                                                                          adding to 
forgiveness and pardon                     bestowal of standing and place 
by Christ’s passive obedience                by Christ’s active obedience 
 
These are received by God’s gift of faith and the person is justified. 
 
      The comfort of this study is not in experiencing the grand 
scheme that is brought to light, but in the personal experience that 
you know your sins are forgiven and you are a child of God. 
 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). 

Negative 
Righteousness 

Positive 
Righteousness 
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